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RESOLUTION
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC
of 13 January 2016, No. 10
on the 2016 – 2020 Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture 
in the Czech Republic
The Government:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

acknowledges the 2016–2020 Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic, as contained in Part III of Document Ref. No. 1614/15 (hereinafter “the Strategy”),
II.
commits 
1. the Minister of Culture to:
a) implement the Strategy within the scope of the state budget in 2016 – 2020, cooperating with other members of the Government,
b) acquaint Regional Governors, Mayors of Corporate Cities, Mayor of the Capital City of Prague, the Union of Towns and Municipalities of the Czech Republic and the Association of Regions,
2. the members of the Government and the heads of other central government  bodies to:
     cooperate with the Minister of Culture in implementing the Strategy;
III.
recommends 


Regional Governors, Mayors of Corporate Cities, Mayor of the Capital City of Prague, Mayors of local municipalities and other members of the elected bodies of regions and municipalities to acquaint themselves with the Strategy document and make use thereof in preparing their own documents and fulfilling their objectives in supporting traditional folk culture within the range of their authority.
To be implemented by:
Members of the Government,

Heads of other central government bodies
Cc:
Regional Governors, Mayors of Corporate Cities,

Mayor of the Capital City of Prague, Directors of Regional Authorities,

Director of the Municipal Authority of the City of Prague 
Mgr. Bohuslav Sobotka, v. r.
Prime Minister
Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic
   2016 - 2020

A. Preamble 

Cultural heritage is a significant constituent of the material and spiritual wealth of the Czech Republic. It is a source of cultural diversity and learning, shaping the foundation of the cultural identity of the people and the country. It has become evident that cultural heritage plays a strong role in how leisure time is utilised, thus contributing significantly to the cultural level of the population and helping to combat various socio-pathological phenomena. Cultural heritage also makes a major contribution to developing the Czech economy, as it provides motivation and incentive for the development of tourism and business activities. This is why it has a significant influence on the overall development of local communities as well as entire regions. Traditional folk culture is an integral specific component of cultural heritage. Unlike tangible heritage, traditional folk culture is a living and continuously developing phenomenon. This heritage is thus part of a living culture – a dynamic aspect explicitly highlighted in the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (UNESCO, 2003).

The right of access to cultural wealth is guaranteed to all citizens of the Czech Republic by the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms. This implies that the State must ensure that its citizens can make use of this right and related rights. It must be emphasised at this point that the State has the duty to care in many diverse ways for the cultural heritage of the country, because its safeguarding is essential for the enjoyment of this constitutional right by the citizens. In the context of traditional folk culture this means that the State must care for the safeguarding and development of various manifestations of traditional folk culture.
The subject of this Strategy is, first of all, the intangible component of the traditional folk culture as defined by the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. It is understood that the individual elements comprise, in particular, experience, representation, expression, knowledge, skills, as well as the related tools, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces considered by communities, groups and in some cases even individual as part of their intangible cultural heritage. In the Czech Republic, the intangible component of traditional folk culture is commonly referred to by the shorter term “traditional folk culture”.
The purpose of this strategy document is to define the tools for improved care for traditional folk culture as a set of certain coordinated measures aiming at a more effective identification, documentation, protection and use of traditional folk culture and its transmission to next generations. While moving towards this goal, it is necessary to make efforts to ensure that the principle of equal opportunities for women and men is always applied in relation to the safeguarding of the various forms of traditional folk culture and their accessibility to all individuals. The fundamental goal was already defined and supported by the Government of the Czech Republic in its Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic for 2003–2010, approved by Government Resolution No. 571 of 11 June 2003, in the Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic for 2011–2015, approved by Government Resolution No. 11 of 5 January 2011, and in the Cultural Policy of the Czech Republic for 2015–2020, approved by Government Resolution No.. 266 of 15 April 2015. The basic objective of the earlier Strategy documents was to develop a system of care involving governmental and non-governmental organisations and individuals in a manner that allows them to contribute to the identification, documentation and protection of existing manifestations of traditional folk culture, their utilisation for enrichment of contemporary culture and their transmission to further generations. The aim of this document is to continue these trends and contribute to sustaining the current state of traditional folk culture in the Czech Republic.
B. Brief Analysis of the Current Situation
Explanation of the Concept and History
Even today we encounter various manifestation of traditional folk culture in the life of society. These manifestations have been preserved rather unevenly, both in different regions and in different strata of society. Thus in some places they influence the life of society only slightly and occasionally, while in others they are their integral part. They have been preserved both in their tangible form (movable and immovable) and intangible form, passed on by the word of mouth and by imitation from generation to generation. Imitation takes place especially within families and various local and cultural communities; in some cases, however, they are passed on through school and out-of-school programmes. It should be stressed that traditional folk culture phenomena need to be perceived as a significant and distinct element of the historical memory of the nation. They include especially folk music and dance, oral traditions, folk theatre, games, rituals, customs and usage, various technological skills and procedures, handicraft, folk craft and folk craft production. In all these manifestations, the local or regional knowledge and experience of the day-to-day material and spiritual life and the feeling of belonging to the community, region or nation are kept and passed on from generation to generation. Until recently, many of these manifestations have not been sufficiently documented and their inter-generational transmission has not been ensured. This situation has been improved through the efforts of the Ministry of Culture, which prepared the first government draft of Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic (Government Resolution No. 571) in 2003. The Ministry, working together with the National Institute of Folk Culture, developed a nationwide network of regional stations, which undertook the key tasks. As a result, the threat that major cultural values and traditions would be lost or compromised was significantly reduced. It is essential for the continuation of this trend to permanently take care of folk culture, including, first of all, its documentation, presentation of the results and identification of risks and opportunities, and to update for this purpose the Government’s Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture on a regular basis. 
The manifestations of traditional folk culture are in a process of constant change. This is a natural process; nonetheless, it is particularly the intangible part of traditional folk culture that is subject – due to its inherent characteristics – to rapid transformation, and only too often to complete demise. This is caused especially by the growing pressure or mainstream international mass culture. An essential role is played in this regard by the rapid advancement of information technologies and systems. It is for this reason that it is necessary to at least document or re-document the intangible manifestations of traditional folk culture to prevent the loss of the memory of the nation and the local communities, to provide for inter-generational transmission and renewal, and to avoid the depletion of traditions by such development. On the other hand, a new layer may lead to undesirable unification and the loss of the most typical feature of traditional folk culture – its diversity. A weakening of our cultural diversity would undermine the cultural diversity of the European community with all its adverse implications: the decline of tourism, of self-identification and representation of local communities, the possible loss of the sense of belonging etc. The most effective way of safeguarding cultural heritage is to naturally pass it on from generation to generation. 

Manifestations of traditional folk culture have been studied by ethnologists since the second half of the 19th century, and they are recorded and made accessible to the public by a wide range of specialised institutions as well as by civic associations and individuals. However, there was no guidance and codification for this part of cultural heritage by the State and its competent agencies. It was not until the adoption in 2003 of the Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic for 2003–2010 that an attempt was made, for the first time in history, to introduce a system into all efforts in this area. Even the very first results, which were evaluated in 2010, indicated that this system of coordinated care was a success. The updated Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic for 2011–2015 was a successful continuation of the first Strategy: those who prepared it were able to define realistic tasks, which were subsequently fully completed. The present Strategy document for the period of 2016–2020 takes into consideration the achievements and weaknesses identified in the previous period and focuses primarily on addressing the remaining issues and on maintaining a good level of cooperation among expert agencies at the levels of the State, the regions and local communities; and it also aims to strengthen the cooperation with the non-profit sector and schools. 

International Context and Recent Developments
The international community is aware of the necessity to protect the cultural heritage. Much effort has been expended in this field by UNESCO. In 1989, the 25th Session of the General Conference of UNESCO adopted the “Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore”. The first international meeting of UNESCO experts from the countries of Central and Eastern Europe on the implementation of the Recommendation in the participating countries took place in 1995 in the Czech Republic. This was followed by a series of further regional meetings both in the Czech Republic and in other parts of the world. These specialised expert meetings culminated in 1999 in the world assembly in Washington, which adopted the “Action Plan for the Safeguarding and Development of Intangible Cultural Heritage”, outlining the most important steps towards the protection of endangered manifestations of intangible cultural heritage, including also certain manifestations of folk culture. Finally, the “Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage” was adopted in Paris in 2003. Czech experts were involved in the initiation of the efforts behind the Convention and in its preparation.
Alongside these international developments and in line with the Government’s “Cultural Policy in the Czech Republic”, the “Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic” was adopted by the Government in 2003. The specific tasks of the Strategy were focused on more effective identification of traditional folk culture, its systematic documentation, conservation and transmission to future generations as well as its presentation to the public both at home and abroad. Further tasks for the then following period (2011–2015) were identified within the same spirit as these initial tasks.  

The Czech Republic acceded to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2009 and only since then has its intangible cultural heritage enjoyed legal protection. The Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic proved to be a good implementation tool to carry out the tasks under the Convention, as it reflected, already at that time, all the tasks resulting from the Convention for the Czech Republic.
All these facts are proof that the Czech Republic, compared to other countries, has made huge progress in the effort to safeguard domestic folk culture traditions. Its international standing was confirmed in June 2010 when it was elected to the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, which supervises the implementation of the Convention. This mandate expired in 2014. In that period, Czech experts were also members of the Subsidiary Organ and Consultative Organ of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

 Following the adoption of the Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic it was necessary to assign selected specialised institutions, both at national and regional level, to function as information, training and methodological centres for the documentation of and care for traditional folk culture. At national level, the Ministry of Culture assigned the National Institute of Folk Culture in Strážnice (2004) with this role; at regional level, the regions and regional authorities assigned selected museums (2004 – 2008). Assigned regional specialised centres of care for traditional folk culture in the regions (hereinafter referred to as “Regional Agencies”) are the following: 
· The Capital Prague: City of Prague Museum
· Central Bohemia Region: Regional Museum in Kolín
· South Bohemia Region: South Bohemia Museum in České Budějovice
· Plzeň Region: Dr. Hostaš National Geography Museum in Klatovy
· Karlovy Vary Region: Museum of the Karlovy Vary Region in Cheb
· Ústí nad Labem Region: Regional Museum in Teplice
· Liberec Region: Bohemian Paradise Museum in Turnov

· Hradec Králové Region: East Bohemia Region in Hradec Králové 

· Pardubice Region: National Heritage Institute, Pardubice Branch, Field Office  at Sychrov – Administration of the Vysočina Folk Architecture Ensemble


· Vysočina (Highlands) Region: Vysočina Museum  in Třebíč




· South Moravia Region: Masaryk Museum in Hodonín

· Zlín Region: Museum of Moravian Slovakia in Uherské Hradiště
· Olomouc Region: National Geography Museum in Olomouc
· Moravian  Silesia Region: Museum Teschen Silesia (Český Těšín) and Museum of the Nový Jičín Area (Nový Jičín)

The professional responsibilities of Regional Agencies include the care for traditional folk culture in their respective regions. Regional Agencies may enter their projects into competitive bidding for the allocation of subsidies, organised every year by the Ministry of Culture. The establishment of Regional Agencies by the bodies of territorial administration turned out to be a very provident and crucial step: the emergence of a network of agencies, the results of their work and cooperation with the bodies of territorial administration, as well as the cooperation between the Regional Agencies and the National Institute of Folk Culture and the Ministry of Culture continue to yield permanently good results. 
A significant role in the implementation of the objectives outlined in the Strategy is, besides this network, played by museums established by the Ministry of Culture (especially the National Museum, the Jan Amos Komenský Museum in Uherský Brod, the Wallachian Open Air Museum in Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, Moravian Provincial Museum) and by other institutions established by the Ministry (the National Information and Advisory Centre for Culture, National Heritage Institute, National Film Archive). Many projects carried out by the Ethnological Institute of the Academy of Sciences, ethnological departments of universities, the Czech National Geography Society, associations at the local and regional level, local government authorities and various civic initiatives as well as individuals, have also been very useful for the implementation of the Strategy. Competitive bidding for subsidies is organised (every year since 2005) also for these projects. The financial support has been increased, compared to the preceding period. The Ministry of Culture gives high priority to this support.

Overview of funds available under the Ministry of Culture programme for support to traditional folk culture in 2010-2015
	 
	Category A
	
	Category B
	

	Year
	Number of projects
	Subsidies, total in CZK
	Number of projects
	Subsidies, total in CZK

	2010
	39
	3,067,000
	30
	5,412,000

	2011
	34
	3,000,000
	29
	5,010,000

	2012
	31
	2,530,000
	29
	5,241,000

	2013
	30
	1,870,000
	28
	5,248,000

	2014
	25
	2,094,000
	38
	4,831,000

	2015
	23
	1,956,000
	26
	4,575,000

	Total
	159
	14,517,000
	154
	30,317,000


Total: 362 projects, subsidies of CZK 44,834,000
The results of the efforts to attain the goals of the Strategy are published every year in the annual reports of the above-mentioned institutions and also online on the websites managed by the National Institute of Folk Culture, at www.nulk.cz, www.lidovakultura.cz and www.lidovaremesla.cz. 

The identification of manifestations of traditional folk culture is based on a survey carried out in 2006-2010 on the whole territory of the Czech Republic with the help of selected Regional Agencies. The outcomes of the thematically focused questionnaires were processed and presented both as national data for the whole Czech Republic and separately for each region. The result is an extensive database reflecting the current shape of traditional folk culture in the Czech Republic, serving as a source of themes for in-depth field research and detailed documentation, which also continued in the period of 2011-2015.

Selected Outcomes of the Publishing, Methodological and Research Activities of the National Institute of Folk Culture in 2011 – 2015

Publications:

Blahůšek, J., Lukešová, M.: Metodika identifikace a dokumentace tradiční lidové kultury v České republice v kontextu Koncepce účinnější péče o tradiční lidovou kulturu na léta 2011–2015 [Methodology of the Identification and Documentation of Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic in the Context of the Strategy of Improved Care for Traditional Folk Culture 2011–2015]. Strážnice 2011, 219pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-69-9.

Blahůšek, J., Vojancová, I.: Vesnické masopustní obchůzky a masky na Hlinecku [Shrovetide Door-to-Door Processions and Masks in the Villages of the Hlinecko Area]. Strážnice 2011, 144 pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-71-72.

Team of Authors: Malý etnologický slovník [A Small Dictionary of Ethnology], Strážnice 2011, 115pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-70-5.

Lukešová, M., Rýpalová, E.: Způsoby prezentace tradiční lidové kultury v muzeích v přírodě [Methods of Presentation of Traditional Folk Culture] (electronic publication), http://www.nulk.cz/Informace.aspx?sid=726, Strážnice 2012, 55pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-82-8. 

Teturová, J., Blahůšek, J.: Jízda králů na jihovýchodě České republiky [The Ride of the Kings in the South-East of the Czech Republic], Strážnice 2012, 143pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-78-1.

Jančář, J.: Proměny Slovácka. (Lidová kultura – od feudálního poddanství k postmodernímu společenství) [Transformations of the Moravian Slovakia Region (Folk Culture – from Feudal Serfdom to a Post-modern Community)]. Strážnice 2011, 142pp, ISBN 987-80-87261-48-4.

Křížová, A. – Šimša, M.: Lidový oděv na Moravě a ve Slezsku I. Ikonografické prameny do roku 1850. [Traditional Folk Dress in Moravia and Silesia I. Iconographic Sources up to 1850] Strážnice 2012, 256pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-83-5.

Team of Authors: Výšivka, krajka a aplikace na tradičním oděvu [Embroidery, Lacework and Appliqué on Traditional Folk Dress]. Strážnice 2013, 192pp., ISBN 978-80-87261-86-6.

Jančář, J.: Etnografie na Moravě a ve Slezsku v limitech 20. století [Ethnography in Moravia and Silesia within the Limits of the 20th Century], Strážnice 2014, 119pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-92-7.

Šimša, M.: Knihy krejčovských střihů v českých zemích v 16. až 18. století [Books of Tailors’ Patterns in the Czech Lands in the 16th-18th Centuries]. Strážnice 2013, 304pp, ISBN 978-80-87261-87-3.

Research Projects:

Tematický česko-anglický slovník etnologických pojmů [Czech English Thematic Dictionary of Ethnological Terms] (Project Manager Eva Románková) – long-term project
Smaller-scale research projects within the main focus of the National Institute of Folk Culture under the heading ‘Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity’ (covering the following cultural assets: Slovácký verbuňk [recruit dance], Ride of the Kings, odzemek [men’s solo dance], dance and social culture).

In compliance with the Convention, the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional and Folk Culture of the Czech Republic was established in 2008 by Order of the Minister of Culture Ref. No. 41/2008, and a relevant guidance note was issued. (In 2012, the ministerial order and the guidance note were updated and the name of the List was modified to ‘List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture’). By 2014, the following items, nominated by the institutions referred to below, were inscribed on the List:
	1/2009
	Slovácký verbuňk [recruit dance]
	National Institute of Folk Culture in Strážnice

	2/2009
	Shrovetide Door-to-Door Processions and Masks in the Villages of the Hlinecko Area
	National Heritage Institute – Vysočina Open Air Museum in Hlinsko

	3/2009
	Rides of the Kings in the Moravian Slovakia Area
	National Institute of Folk Culture in Strážnice

	4/2009
	Falconry – the Art of the Breeding of Raptors, their Protection, Training and Hunting with Them
	Ministry of Agriculture

	5/2011
	Game Management – Planned Sustainable Management of Game and Wildlife as a Natural Part of Country Life
	Czech-Moravian Hunters’ Association

	6/2012
	Wallachian odzemek [men’s solo dance]
	Wallachian Open Air Museum, Rožnov p. Radhoštěm

	7/2012
	Marching Judas – Easter Saturday procession with a masked figure of Judas
	National Heritage Institute – Pardubice Branch

	8/2012
	East-Bohemian Puppetry
	Hradec Králové Regional Authority, Pardubice Regional Authority

	9/2013
	Run for the Barchan [festival to commemorate the run of King John’s messengers to Elisabeth of Bohemia]
	Town of Jemnice

	10/2014
	Blueprint Manufacturing Technology
	National Institute of Folk Culture in Strážnice

	11/2014
	Traditional Healing Procedures and the Legacy of Vincenz Priessnitz
	Olomouc Regional Authority

	12/2014
	Czech Puppetry – Czech Performing Art
	National Information and Consulting Centre for Culture, Prague


The following items have so far been inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity (UNESCO): Slovácký verbuňk [recruit dance] (2005), Shrovetide Door-to-Door Processions and Masks in the Villages of the Hlinecko Area (2010), Falconry (2012 – Czech Republic acceded to the international nomination coordinated by the United Arab Emirates), and the Ride of the Kings in the South-East of the Czech Republic (2011). To be inscribed on the UNESCO list, the item must first be inscribed on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic. Most of the above items were inscribed on the Czech list in 2009.

2011 –2015 was an important period, in which the lists of traditional folk culture elements of regional importance (the so-called regional lists) were compiled. According to the Ministry of Culture Methodological Guidelines, since 2014 any folk culture item must first be inscribed on a regional list before it can be nominated for inscription on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic. Regional lists have so far been established in the following regions: Hradec Králové (2011), Liberec (2012), Plzeň (2012), Karlovy Vary, South Bohemia, Pardubice, Vysočina, Zlín, South Moravia (2013 all), Olomouc, City of Prague, Ústí nad Labem (2015 all). Negotiations on regional lists are still underway in the Central Bohemian and Moravian-Silesian Regions. 

 The www.lidovakultura.cz web page presents various overviews of events focused on the safeguarding, presentation and dissemination of manifestations of traditional folk culture as well as information on the activities and organisational structure of the National Council for Traditional Folk Culture (an advisory body to the Minister of Culture) and on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic. The web also includes a list of institutions and organisations concerned with issues related to traditional folk culture.
An important aspect of the safeguarding of traditional folk culture is the use of selected manifestations of traditional folk culture in school education. An irreplaceable role is played in this regard by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, and by individual education institutions. The National Institute of Folk Culture, working together with the National Information and Advisory Centre for Culture, organises a four-semester requalification course entitled School of Folklore Traditions, which is a significant activity aiming at the preservation of folk culture traditions. The National Institute of Folk Culture also prepares specialised programmes for different school levels at the Museum of South-Eastern Moravian Village. Other museums in other parts of the Czech Republic proceed in a similar manner. 

A considerable role in the safeguarding and presentation of traditional folk culture is played by the Ministry of Defence, the founder of the Ondráš Army Ensemble. The activities of the ensemble are centred on keeping and developing selected elements of the traditional folk culture and cultural heritage. The ensemble focuses on recording the elements and aspects of the manifestations of traditional folk culture, especially those related to military themes (songs, music, dance, or combined manifestations etc.). Within the meaning the this Strategy, this thematic circle will be newly mapped in a systematic and fundamental manner, and documented and presented with the aim of reviving and strengthening both the individuality of, and the national relationship to, these artefacts of positive cultural heritage.
Of extraordinary importance for the safeguarding of the traditional folk culture is the award of the title “Bearer of the Folk Craft Tradition”, as stipulated by Government Regulation No. 5/2003, on Awards in the Field of Culture Granted by the Ministry of Culture, as amended. This is a special form of awarding folk craftsmen, their skills and their knowledge of the processes and technologies used in traditional folk handicrafts, especially those at risk of extinction. To date, the Minister of Culture has awarded 62 craftsmen (a list of the winners of this award is at: http://www.lidovaremesla.cz/?page=nositele/roky). The award and the subsequent option for the title bearers to apply for a Ministry of Culture subsidy for the presentation of their handicraft are also a form of support for small enterprises and an example of using traditional folk culture as a factor of sustainable development. The Czech “Bearer of the Folk Craft Tradition” project is internationally recognised as a valuable national variant of UNESCO’s world programme of “Living Human Treasures”. The National Institute of Folk Culture established a web portal named www.lidovaremesla.cz . This form of public award of folk craftsmen who produce craftwork of exceptional value has been taken up by some towns and regions, which now award folk craftsmen at the local or regional level (regions: South Bohemia, South Moravia, Hradec Králové, Liberec, Olomouc, Pardubice, Central Bohemia, Vysočina, Zlín; town: Uherské Hradiště). 

The dissemination, presentation and transmission of traditional folk art values can be documented by a long list of exhibitions of the manifestation of traditional folk culture that have taken place in a number of museums (including open-air museums), special programmes, educational concerts, folklore festivals, demonstration of folk rituals, customs and practices, traditional crafts and folk artistic handicraft technologies. All this is reflected by statistical surveys by the state statistics service (Act No. 89/1998, on State Statistics Service, as amended), which are conducted for the Ministry of Culture by the National Information and Advisory Centre for Culture (See the table below). The statistical data is collected from the cultural institutions and agencies established by the bodies of state administration, Regional Authorities, municipalities, associations etc.
	Statistical surveys of traditional folk culture (TFC) 
in 2011-2014
	Year

	Statistical report title
	Number of:
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	Kult 17-01 Annual Report on heritage buildings used for cultural purposes
	TFC events 
	160
	245
	190
	306

	
	Visitors
	    290,219
	    278,082
	       252,531
	        367,730

	Kult 22-01 Annual Report on cultural, educational and special-interest activities
	TFC events
	936
	1,167
	1,185
	1,286

	
	Visitors
	  1,170,137
	  1,263,069
	    1,233,590
	     1,398,083

	
	Folklore ensembles, total
	95
	105
	97
	91

	
	Events
	378
	452
	450
	408

	Kult 14-01 Annual Report on museums and galleries
	Ethnographic museums
	12
	12
	11
	12

	
	Ethnographic and anthropological exhibitions
	244
	227
	227
	221

	Kult 23-01 Annual Report on theatre, film, musical and dance festivals 
	Folk dance festivals
	26
	27
	11
	33

	
	Ethno music festivals
	12
	12
	15
	14

	Kult 25-01 Annual Report on orchestras and bands 
	Folk music bands
	 
	20
	22
	24


	


A number of publications have been issued, many of them with support from the Ministry of Culture, the Regional Authorities and municipalities. The dissemination and presentation of manifestations of traditional folk culture are strongly promoted not only by the Ministry of Culture but also by the grant systems of municipal and regional self-governance.
Considerable effort is also dedicated to international cooperation in the care for manifestations of traditional folk culture. This takes place especially within the framework of cooperation with the UNESCO, with the countries of the Visegrád Group and with international non-governmental organisations such as the CIOFF (International Council of Organisations of Folklore Festivals and Folk Arts) or IOV (International Organisation of Folk Art), IGF (International Union of Folklore Association), as well as ICOM (International Council of Museums), AEOM (Association of European Open Air Museums) and others. Cooperation also takes place at the regional and local levels.
The foundations of a new system of professional work in the identification, documentation, preservation, dissemination and presentation of the manifestations of traditional folk culture have been successfully laid during the implementation of the objectives of the care for traditional folk culture in the Czech Republic during the period of 2003–2015 and, simultaneously, the system was stabilised. 

The inputs for the updating of the Strategy for the period of 2016–2020 include, in particular:

· The UNESCO Convention and the operational guidelines;

· Policy Statement of the Government of the Czech Republic No. 96/2014 of 12 February 2014;

· State cultural policy for 2015–2020 (and outlook up to 2025), acknowledged by the Government of the Czech Republic in its Resolution No. 393 of 15 April 2015;

· Results attained in the implementation of the previous Strategy for 2011–2015;

· Experience of Czech participants of international meetings and conferences (exchange of views, experience and knowledge concerning the current state of the protection of traditional folk culture in individual states represented at the meetings);

· Ongoing consultations with representatives of the Regional Agencies responsible for the care of traditional folk culture and with the authorities that established them (Regional Authorities).   

SWOT Analysis of the Current Situation 
Strengths
· Strong tradition – our country still has a great wealth of living and preserved traditional folk culture; in certain regions, elements of traditional folk culture are still alive and part of everyday life.
· Successful recent projects – implementation of the “Bearer of the Folk Craft Tradition” project is continuing favourably at the national level, and a regional version of this project was successfully introduced; the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic was established and the regional version of this list was introduced in twelve regions.
· Favourable attitude of the public – the favourable acceptance of the objectives of the Strategy by the expert community, by the general public and by the local and regional self-governance bodies has been very helpful.
· Existence of a network of expert organisations in the field of care for traditional folk culture, formation of professional teams – care for traditional folk culture is the responsibility of the National Institute of Folk Culture and the Regional Agencies with a network of non-professional volunteers and cooperating institutions; working together, they are developing a coordinated system of care for traditional folk culture.
· Improved education in museum studies – this is also strongly felt in projects presenting traditional folk culture within the school curricula.
· Close cooperation with scientific institutions – cooperation with the scientific sphere, especially with the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, is developing successfully.
· Sustainable funding of projects through the Ministry of Culture – the Ministry is able to maintain support through subsidies under the Cultural Activities Programme, Creative and Study Scholarships Programme and the NAKI [National and Cultural Identity] Programme, as well as under the programmes of institutional support for research organisations. This support is even being increased, thanks to the favourably developing state budget.
· Strong involvement of civic associations and local communities – a rich presentation of selected elements of folk culture has long been taking place within the folklore movements; as a result, the Czech Republic can take pride in its unique system of folklore displays and festivals, unmatched worldwide.
· Rich ethnographic collections – many of the museums actively involved in the implementation of this Strategy are traditional museums displaying rich historical collections, built since the first half of the 19th century.
· Legal provision for the care of traditional folk culture – thanks to accession of the Czech Republic to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, there is legal guarantee for the care for intangible traditional folk culture. The Convention is incorporated in Czech law and can take priority over national law in certain circumstances.
· Successful cooperation with secondary schools, colleges and universities – study programmes include lectures and workshops on the issues of the care for intangible cultural heritage.
· High international profile of the Czech Republic in the area of care for intangible cultural heritage – active and very successful international cooperation in this area within UNESCO.  

Weaknesses
· Insufficient transmission of traditional folk culture experience and knowledge – getting acquainted with traditional folk culture and the importance of learning about it are not sufficiently included and reflected in general education in schools and organised extra-curricular education. This issue is particularly   marked in large cities and in areas where insufficient attention is paid to the safeguarding and maintaining of local traditions.
· Poor availability of research results to the general public – the outcomes of a number of research projects have not been sufficiently explored and developed.
· Poor utilisation of electronic databases – the use of electronic databases does not fully reflect the possibilities of available information technologies; poor or insufficient awareness of the existence of specific electronic databases and specialised information channels.
· Insufficient support and cooperation among expert agencies in developing the www.lidovakultura.cz server: the content provided by the server is poor and the server itself is not very attractive to users.
· Threat to traditional folk crafts posed by the onslaught of the mass production of both local and foreign kitsch.
· Occurrence, though sporadic, of cases where the Bearer of Folk Craft Tradition brand is misused for products not made by true bearers of the title or for products to which the brand does not apply, though they are made by a Bearer of Folk Craft Tradition.
· Poor quality of public presentation and possible misuse of traditional folk culture phenomena – this leads to disparagement of traditional folk culture and to substitution of hollow copies for true folk goods during their presentation; negative impact of consumerism; negative impact of tourism.
· Presentation of traditional folk culture in Czech media – it is still inadequate and misleading in spite of the pressure exerted by State institutions and civic associations to change this.
· Understaffing of the Regional Agencies responsible for the care of traditional folk culture – current practices of the care for traditional folk culture involve a number of new tasks which have been undertaken by most of the institutions without any staff increases. This situation, which began in 2004-2005, still persists in some of the institutions, which are therefore unable to develop their own activities in the field of the care for traditional folk culture and must instead focus only on the basic tasks required by the National Institute of Folk Culture and the Ministry of Culture. Under optimum conditions, they should primarily focus on working for their respective regions and their development should be the concern of the regional self-government bodies.
· Lack of funds for acquisition, conservation, restoration and documentation – this is an issue for all museums regardless of their focus. It is felt strongly by museums and similar institutions in the field traditional folk culture, but it is not an issue of competition of private stakeholders: the problem is a general lack of funds, including for conservation, restoration and purchasing of the traditional outcomes of folk activities, such as the products of folk artists and artisans as well as tangible evidence of preserved traditions and rituals, many of which are endangered by extinction or may undergo innovation which, if not studied in detail, may easily fail to be properly described by experts.   

 Opportunities
· Tourist interest in traditional folk culture – it may help to boost public awareness of the customs and practices of people in Czech and Moravian regions. 

·  Enduring public interest in open-air museums – it provides opportunities to encourage general awareness of the manifestations of tangible and intangible traditional folk culture in their specific regional environments.
·  Interest on the part of local authorities to use traditional folk culture for their own presentation, representation and identification – through regional policies, cultural programmes, regional awards to bearers of cultural values, maintaining regional lists.
· Interest on the part of local authorities to apply measures aimed at the safeguarding of the elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic and the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity – a positive impact of educational and enlightenment activities of the expert institutions responsible for implementing the obligations stemming from inscription on the Representative List.
· Interest on the part of local communities and civil society generally in this part of the cultural heritage – it provides scope for the development of volunteerism.
· Possibility of using local folk culture traditions in the education of children and youth in schools (framework education programmes). 

· Interest of university departments, where ethnology/ethnography is not taught as a major subject, in using knowledge from the field of care for traditional folk culture  in their study plans – potential mainly exists in the fields of museology, arts management, tourism, regional development, clothing, architecture and gastronomy.
· Interest among foreign visitors – they are interested in the traditional folk culture production and presentation, including, in particular, folk music, dance, products of folk artists and artisans etc. 
· Potential for international cooperation – including both regional and transborder cooperation, as well as within UNESCO. This applies, in particular, to documentation and presentation projects, exchange of museum collections and coordinated approach to preparing transnational nominations for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity.
· Using certain aspects of traditional folk culture as important factors underlying sustainable development – including artisanal procedures and other relevant factors.
Threats
· Unfavourable development of public budgets – it can have a significant adverse influence on the financing of culture, including the care for traditional folk culture.
· Declining number of voluntary co-workers – it can be due in part to the fact that most of the volunteers are of older age and the efforts to engage young volunteers are not very successful. There is not much interest in this type of voluntary work among the young. 
· Insufficient economic and material support in the public and private spheres – households are spending less on culture and this adverse trend affects the entire sphere of culture, without exception.
· Unethical treatment of the manifestations of traditional folk culture and the bearers thereof, and the documentation and evidence related to these manifestations and their bearers – distortion and misuse of these elements of cultural heritage by business entities, misleading information by mass communication media (especially the electronic media) caused by perfunctory approach.
· Declining awareness of traditional folk culture, regional and national history, and of the identity and continuity of the Czech cultural environment.
· General decline of aesthetic standards due to the consumerism of a large part of the population. 
· Adverse impact of increased tourist interest in locations with a strong tradition – a large influx of tourists and visitors who are attracted by mass advertising may lead to increased occurrence of undesirable disturbing situations during events closely associated with the performance of folk customs and rituals.  The efforts of local people to manage the tourist crowd may have an adverse influence on how the events take place and how their meaning is perceived. The increased influx of tourists may lead to undesirable commercialisation of the manifestations of traditional folk culture.
C. The Subject of Care and the Objectives, Tools and Specific Tasks
1. The Subject of Care
      In accordance with the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (which came into effect on 18 May 2009 in the Czech Republic), intangible heritage in the context of the Czech Republic means especially the intangible components of traditional folk culture. According to the Convention, the individual elements of traditional folk culture are understood as being practices, representations, expressions, knowledge and skills as well as tools, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith, which are recognised by communities, groups and (in some cases) individuals as part of their intangible cultural heritage.  This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is constantly re-created by communities and groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity, taking into account the historical influences and traditions of other nationalities living in the Czech territory and influencing local culture in the long term.
The intangible element of traditional folk culture, as defined above, is manifested especially in the following domains: 

- oral traditions and expressions;

- performing arts;

- social practices, rituals and festive events; 
- knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe;

- traditional craftsmanship. 

For the purposes of this Strategy, consideration will be given solely to such traditional folk culture as are compatible with existing human rights instruments as well as with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals, including the equal status of men and women and of sustainable development.

2. Objective of the Care
The basic aim is to promote the safeguarding of existing manifestations of intangible traditional folk culture and to pass them on to future generations. The measures, which started to be implemented in the preceding period, will aim to:  

· continue the identification and documentation of manifestation of traditional folk culture, bearing in mind that this is a continuous process due to the transformations of traditional folk culture;

· manage and extend the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic as an instrument of care for the country’s most significant manifestations of traditional folk culture; use the List as an instrument to rescue the manifestations at risk of demise;
· manage and expand lists of traditional folk culture elements of regional significance in all regions where such lists already exist;
· introduce lists of traditional folk culture elements of regional significance in regions where they do not yet exist (Central Bohemian Region, Moravian-Silesian Region);
· continuously expand the existing functional electronic databases in the field of traditional folk culture; promote their content more intensively and encourage media to take part in these efforts;

· promote the results of research in plain language, making them available to the broad public and applicable in school education;

· consistently advocate the inclusion of traditional folk culture into framework educational programmes and other forms of education in the interest of safeguarding traditional folk culture; cooperate with local memory institutions for this purpose;
· continue to use different forms of public awards to promote the passing on of traditional folk culture;

· deepen the presentation of traditional folk culture and new findings through specialised institutions and the media;

· promote adherence to the Code of Ethics proposed by the Czech Ethnographic Society;

· seek inspiration in internationally recommended best practices in the care for traditional folk culture and consistently implement the Convention.

3. Tools
The tools to be used in achieving these objectives will mainly include those that have proven to be effective, interesting and promising during the preceding period. These include, in particular, economic tools in the form of programmes in the following areas:
a) Financial support to traditional folk culture at local, regional and ministerial levels – this support represents significant aid to organisations funded from the budget of the Ministry of Culture, to the Regional Agencies and to memory institutions at all levels, helping them to meet their tasks; and this support also helps to implement projects undertaken by legal entities and individuals, priority being given to projects concerning the identification and documentation of traditional folk culture and care for heritage elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic, and projects concerning the presentation of the activities of the Bearers of the Folk Craft Tradition;
b) Research and development – institutional support to long-term strategic development of research organisations established by the Ministry of Culture and other institutions; support to research under the Programme of Support to Applied Research and Experimental Development of National Cultural Identity for 2016 to 2022 (NAKI II); possibility to win an award in accordance with Government Regulation No. 71/2013, concerning the conditions of acknowledging the results of research, experimental development and innovation;
c) Granting creative and study scholarships by the Ministry of Culture in the field of traditional folk culture to individuals with focus on improving their market position (this applies especially to the Bearers of the Folk Craft Tradition and their successors) and to individuals interested in participating with their own projects in the documentation of significant and endangered elements of traditional folk culture; 
d) Granting Ministry of Culture awards in the field of traditional folk culture on the basis of Government Regulation No. 5/2003 on Awards in the Field of Culture Granted by the Ministry of Culture, as amended – the granting of the Bearer of the Folk Craft Tradition title and the Award for Amateur Artistic Activities in the traditional folk culture and folklore category, and possibly also the Award for the Contribution to the Development of Czech Culture;

e) Securing the implementation of the obligations under the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage;
and other methodological and administrative tools; this involves to:
· periodically evaluate the implementation of this Strategy and draw up the internationally required reports on the implementation of the Convention in order to gain self-reflection and a basis for future updates of this strategy document;
· ensure the existence and functioning of the National Institute of Folk Culture as a specialised centre on the national level and of a network of Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture, as required by Article 13 of the Convention;

· engage the National Council for Traditional Folk Culture in a dialogue with non-governmental stakeholders on strategic issues of care for traditional folk culture;
· ensure that aspects of the passing on of traditional folk culture are included into framework educational programmes for schools, underlining the “local community – local traditional folk culture – local school” principle; 
· insistently call upon regional and municipal authorities and stakeholder groups to award outstanding achievements in the field of care for traditional folk culture; 
· make use of the activities of the Ondráš Army Ensemble, established by the Ministry of Defence;
· seek to ensure that media pay as much interest as possible to themes in the area of traditional folk culture.
4. Specific Tasks
4.1 Identification of Manifestations of Traditional Folk Culture
4.1.1. Carry out the identification of the manifestations of traditional folk culture and use the results for the planning of further activities in the field of care for traditional folk culture.

Responsible: National Institute of Folk Culture in cooperation with specialised Regional Agencies of care for traditional folk culture.
Recommendation: that regional authorities provide support to cultural institutions involved in these activities.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.1.2 Process ethnocartographically the occurrence of identified living manifestations of traditional folk culture in the Czech Republic. Ensure that this documentation is updated on an ongoing basis. 

Responsible: Ministry of Culture through the National Institute of Folk Culture in cooperation with the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, with universities and with Regional Agencies for care of traditional folk culture.
Recommendation: that regional authorities provide support to cultural institutions in their work on the ethnocartographic identification of traditional folk culture at the regional and/or local levels and transpose the results into operative and policy measures in the territories they govern.  

Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.1.3 Foster efforts to develop standard terminology applying to manifestations of traditional folk culture, and to define the practical terms, concepts and categories of the elements and specific facts to be used in the system of identification and documentation of traditional folk culture where ethnographic methods can be used. 
Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic and the Czech Ethnographic Society.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration provide support to cultural institutions in any collaborative effort to develop standard terminology.  

Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture. 

4.1.4 Use and extend at all levels the network of voluntary non-professional monitoring workers (reporters) who identify and document manifestations of traditional folk culture; provide them with methodological support through the Regional Agencies according to their territorial affinity. Cooperate with the network of correspondents of the Czech Ethnographic Society. 

Responsible: Ministry of Culture through the National Institute of Folk Culture and in cooperation with the Regional Agencies for care of traditional folk culture, with the Czech Ethnographic Society and other cultural institutions at the regional and local level.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration provide support to cultural institutions in developing a network of voluntary non-professional workers who monitor the manifestations of traditional folk culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture. 

4.2 Documentation of the Manifestations of Traditional Folk Culture
4.2.1
Provide for periodical documentation of manifestations of traditional folk culture, especially those at imminent risk,  and document them in periodic cycles according to the level of risk, as required by the “Strategy of Identification and Documentation of Traditional Folk Culture“.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture through the National Institute of Folk Culture and in cooperation with the Regional Agencies for care of traditional folk culture and with other museum institutions. 
Recommendation: that regional authorities support these activities of the specialised Regional Agencies for care of traditional folk culture; municipal bodies of the cities concerned provide support to organisations within their competence working on this task.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture. 

4.2.2 Provide adequate technical and financial conditions in museums with ethnographic collections for: 
a) Systematic field research and documentation of the manifestations of traditional folk culture,  

b) Research into archives and search through specialised sources in archives, museums and libraries.

Pay special attention to those elements whose existence is in imminent danger.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture.
Recommendation: that regional authorities provide adequate conditions for the museum institutions established by them to be able to carry out these activities.
Deadline: Continuous.


Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture. 
4.2.3
Continue developing information databases (for example, eCollections, GIS) of traditional folk culture archival documents and collection items in museums, libraries and institutes of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic as well as at universities. Make these databases available for free within the meaning of the Copyright Act for scientific, educational and other public interest purposes. 
Responsible: Ministry of Culture through the National Institute of Folk Culture and in cooperation with other specialised institutions; Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport in cooperation with universities, and the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic. 
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration provide support to cultural institutions under their authority in developing databases of their documentation sources and use these databases for their own strategies of care for traditional folk culture in their respective territories. 

Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture. 
4.2.4
Expand the collections in the field of traditional folk culture.

Responsible: Ministry of Culture through purchases and acquisitions by the collecting institutions, and other museum institutions at the regional and local levels.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration support the acquisition activities of the collecting institutions established by them, focusing on their efforts to build collections in the field of traditional folk culture in the relevant region.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.2.5
Expand the Lists of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic maintained by the Ministry of Culture according to an approved methodology by adding the most significant items from this part of the national cultural heritage. Periodically monitor and document the changes in the items on the List, as well as the public use thereof. Compile lists of regionally important manifestations of traditional folk culture (regional lists) modelled on the national List. To ensure coordination, compile at the ministerial level a backup list of priority plans to nominate items for inscription on the Lists of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic, on the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity and on the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices. 
Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the bodies of territorial administration and, possibly, with representatives of the communities bearing the nominated or inscribed items.
Recommendation: that regional authorities cooperate with specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture in compiling at the regional level lists of traditional folk culture elements of regional importance.
Deadline: Continuous; prepare the regional lists in all regions by the end of 2016.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.2.6 
Prepare the internationally required periodic reports on the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and reports on the implementation of the present Strategy as a tool for the updating of procedures in the field of care for traditional folk culture. 

Responsible: Ministry of Culture.
Deadline: Continuous; the final report should be available in the first half of 2020.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture. 

4.2.7 
Foster the technical, informative, educational and methodological activities of the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture in regions, including, but not limited to, the following:
a) Identification and documentation of the manifestations of traditional folk culture and the care thereof,

b) Organisation of specialised training schemes for voluntary monitoring workers (reporters) and professional document creators and collections staff, 

c) Development of specialised databases,
d) Provision of information to the public,

e) Provision of methodological assistance to public administration bodies and the specialised institutions in dealing with issues related to the care for traditional folk culture,

f) Gathering of information about best practices in the conservation and presentation of manifestations of traditional folk culture and the transfer thereof,
g) Continuous supply of information to central databases in the field of traditional folk culture and to regional lists.

Responsible: Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture in cooperation with the National Institute of Folk Culture with support from the Ministry of Culture.
Recommendation: that regional authorities continue to support in this respect the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture authorised by them. 

Deadline: Permanent
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture
4.2.8
Support projects in the field of research and development that meet the objectives of the NAKI II National and Cultural Identity Programme – the part of the Programme where the global and specific objectives are focused on traditional folk culture.

Responsible: Ministry of Culture using the results of public tenders in research, experimental development and innovation.
Deadline: Continuous. 

Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.2.9 
Ensure that institutional support is provided to long-term strategic development of research organisations.

Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Council for Research, Development and Innovation.
Deadline: Continuous. 

Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.2.10 Within the activities of the Ministry of Culture, the National Institute of Folk Culture and the specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture, use students’ graduation theses, course papers and seminar research papers for field studies and documentation and motivate students for this in various ways, including, in particular, by providing special grants in support of student scientific activity. Thereby contribute to the better professional preparation of young experts for their future work at museums and research institutions. 
Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, with the Academy of Sciences, Ethnology Institute of the Arts Faculty of the Charles University in Prague, European Ethnology Institute of the Arts Faculty of the Masaryk University in Brno and, possibly, other universities.
Recommendation: that the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture make use of this cooperation with students.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture
4.3 Safeguarding, Dissemination, Presentation and Transmission of Traditional Folk Culture
4.3.1
Continue to support the utilisation of knowledge about traditional folk culture in the educational process at schools (kindergartens and elementary schools, elementary art schools, lower secondary schools and vocational schools including art craft schools, as well as vocational higher secondary schools). Use these topics also as a possible method of enhancing tolerance and gender equality and preventing racism and xenophobia.

Responsible: Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration, if they are responsible for schools, support the efforts to ensure that children learn at school about the typical local and regional manifestations of traditional folk culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: 0.
4.3.2
Draft and publish textbooks and audiovisual aids for school and extra-curricular education that support the learning about, and absorbing the manifestations of, the country’s traditional folk culture with special focus on the elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional and Folk Culture of the Czech Republic and the regional lists of regionally important manifestations of traditional folk culture. Ensure that traditional folk culture themes are included in the framework education programmes in schools.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport.
Recommendation: that regional authorities and their Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture cooperate with other institutions to carry out this task within museum-based education schemes.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture, and possibly also under other budget headings. 
4.3.3
Support extra-curricular forms of education and training through the grant system and a programme of creative and study scholarships targeted at safeguarding the manifestations of traditional folk culture.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture. 

Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.4 
Ensure that an overview of regional events focused on the safeguarding and presentation of manifestations of traditional folk culture is prepared on a regular basis to be used by general public and to encourage cultural tourism.

Responsible: Ministry of Culture through National Institute of Folk Culture, Ministry for Regional Development in cooperation with the Czech Tourist Authority  (CzechTourism); specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture.
Recommendation: that regional authorities support these activities through the specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture.
Deadline: Regular, on a yearly basis.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.5. Operate and continuously update the central electronic database on traditional folk culture and the documentation thereof. Make the outcomes of the database available to the general public through the www.lidovakultura.cz internet portal. Develop this database in all its aspects, make it user-friendly, and update its content on a regular basis in cooperation with the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture in individual regions.
Responsible: National Institute of Folk Culture in cooperation with the specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.6
Use and adapt as needed the forms and methods of public awards
 for individuals, teams, bodies and organisations that contribute significantly to meeting the objectives of the care for traditional folk culture and to its protection or dissemination. Give awards for the best results of the interpretation and presentation of traditional folk culture. Namely:
a) continue to grant the title of  “Bearer of the Folk Craft Tradition”
 as a special form of public acknowledgement for masters of folk handicrafts who infallibly use traditional technologies and pass them on to next generations,

b) propose candidates with extraordinary merits  in care of traditional folk culture for the Ministry of Culture Award for Contribution to the Promotion of Czech Culture and the Prize for Amateur Artistic Activities,

c) in agreement with civic initiative stakeholders, consider a form of moral appreciation of the best publishing feat in the field of traditional folk culture.

Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with civic initiatives.
Recommendation: that the regional authorities proceed in a similar manner and put in place their own system of awards, unless they already have such a system.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.7
Continue the activities of the National Council for Traditional Folk Culture (an advisory body to the Minister of Culture) to promote the safeguarding of the most important manifestations of traditional folk culture, especially the elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic. Continue the dialogue between the Ministry of Culture with experts in the fields of ethnology, museology, heritage conservation, religious studies, sociology, history of arts, music, film and theatre sciences, aesthetics, architecture, technology, school and adult education, media, regional sciences, and with representatives of relevant civic associations.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.8
Use the competitive bidding procedures for the granting of subsidies launched by the Ministry of Culture to assist the bearers of manifestations of traditional folk culture, including, but not limited to, those inscribed on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic and on the regional lists, in the practical exercise of these traditional folk culture elements, where this takes place in especially challenging conditions.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture 

Deadline: Continuous
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture
4.3.9
Use the competitive bidding procedures for the granting of subsidies launched by the Ministry of Culture to promote the drafting and implementation of the plans for the care for the elements inscribed on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture. 

Recommendation: that the regional authorities support the institutions established by them in taking part in the implementation of these plans.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.10
Taking into account the results of the questionnaire-based inquiries “Identification and Documentation of Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic” (2006 – 2010) in individual regions, continue the ongoing documentation of the manifestations of traditional folk culture; focus attention on preparing the nominations for inscription on the lists of regionally important manifestations of traditional folk culture (regional lists).
Responsible: Specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture in cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and the National Institute of Folk Culture.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration provide financial support to these activities of the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.11 
Ensure, through the specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture, that the outcomes of the project of “Identification and Documentation of Traditional Folk Culture in the Czech Republic” are processed in a unified way using a chart to be prepared by the National Institute of Folk Culture. The product of this work – a uniformly processed collection from all over the country – will be published and compared with the results of previous works (e.g., those from the 1950s).
Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the National Institute of Folk Culture and the specialised Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration provide financial support to these activities of the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture.
Deadline: by the end of 2020.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.12
Ensure that information about traditional folk culture is available to the general public, especially through the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture and also through the network of libraries, museums, archives, and research and other specialised institutions.
The National Institute of Folk Culture will cooperate with the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture and with the Czech Ethnographic Society to provide consultations on ways to improve the quality of the presentation of extraordinarily significant manifestations of traditional folk culture.

Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the National Institute of Folk Culture and with the Ministry of the Interior.
Recommendation: that the regional authorities, the Czech Ethnographic Society and the Association of Museums and Galleries of the Czech Republic contribute to these efforts.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: 0.
4.3.13 Draw attention to the Code of Ethics prepared and published by the Czech Ethnographic Society and point out the need to respect the principles of the code. 

Responsible: Czech Ethnographic Society, Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the National Institute of Folk Culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: 0.
4.3.14
Present to the public the professional work of the specialised collection institutions through exhibitions and live shows of traditional folk culture, including, for example, artisanal technologies, ceremonies, customs, practices, music and dance. Use advanced presentation technologies and encourage artisans, performers, instructors and others to cooperate.
In grant-awarding procedures, support these types of presentation projects. 

Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the National Institute of Folk Culture, the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture and other collection institutions.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration provide favourable conditions for the implementation of this task in regions within the grant system.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.15 
Open-air museums provide an ideal environment not only for presenting folk architecture and the traditional artisanal technologies but also for showing the intangible manifestation of traditional folk culture. It is therefore necessary to pay special attention to developing and refining the methods of presentation of traditional folk culture in open-air museums. 

Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the National Institute of Folk Culture, Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture and museum-type institutions.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration provide favourable conditions for the implementation of this task in regions within the grant system.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture. 
4.3.16 
In grant-awarding procedures, motivate efforts for effective care for traditional folk culture, for its safeguarding and presentation. In particular,
 a) Support the efforts to maintain and/or revitalise particularly important and endangered local and regional rituals, customs and practices where they exist or have existed,

b) In making decisions about supporting documentation and presentation, give preference to those manifestations that are on the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity and on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic, and the manifestations in imminent danger.,

c) Support the publishing activities that are focused on traditional folk culture, especially the elements inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity, on the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic and on the regional lists,

d) Support the organisation of regional, national and international festivals, shows, competitions and creative workshops. 
Responsible: Ministry of Culture.
Recommendation: that the regional authorities follow suit and use their own grant-awarding systems to support the practising of local folk culture traditions.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.3.17 
Provide statistical and economic data on the presentation of traditional folk culture (for example, data on attendance at public cultural events, the amount of public spending intended to boost attendance, the number of presentation events etc.).

Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the National Information and Advisory Centre for Culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: 0.
4.4 International Cooperation 

4.4.1
Enhance international cooperation in the field of the presentation and safeguarding of traditional folk culture, inter alia through the exchange of policy materials aimed at better care for traditional folk culture within the meaning of the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Responsible: Ministry of Culture.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: 0.
4.4.2
Provide support in the form of operating subsidy for
a) implementing bilateral and multilateral projects in the area of the documentation, presentation and safeguarding of the manifestations of traditional folk culture,

b) exchanging scientific and technical publications, periodicals,  audiovisual carriers etc.,  

c) international meetings of experts and study trips abroad. 

Give priority to the fostering of cooperation with the countries of the Visegrád Group and the EU and with developing countries as envisaged by the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, of which the Czech Republic is a State Party. 
Responsible: founders of the organisations at all levels within the scope of their budgetary means.
Deadline: Continuous
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture, and possibly under other budgetary headings 
4.4.3
Support the exchange of the cultural values of traditional folk culture within the competitive biddings launched by the State. Use for this purpose also the implementation plans related to the previously signed agreements on cultural cooperation with individual countries.
Responsible: Ministry of Culture.
Recommendation: that the bodies of territorial administration use the presentation of local folk culture traditions in cultural exchange abroad. 
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture.
4.4.4
Support the participation of the Czech Republic in the special programmes and projects of inter-governmental organisations (UNESCO, European Union, Visegrád Group and other regional groupings) in the field of care for traditional folk culture.

Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
4.4.5 Carefully assess and, if relevant, submit well-reasoned proposals for inscription of internationally significant phenomena of traditional folk culture in the Czech Republic on the Representative List of the Intangible Heritage of Humanity and on the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices of the Care for the Intangible Cultural Heritage, established under the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Strengthen in this way the international standing of the Czech Republic and promote its traditional intangible cultural heritage in the world. 
Responsible: Ministry of Culture in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Deadline: Continuous.
Impact on the state budget: Within the budget of the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
D. Requirements on the State Budget
1. Operations and activities of organisations established by the Ministry of Culture and funded from its budget 
Funding will be provided within the framework of the anticipated expenses of the state budget and budget heading 334 – Ministry of Culture. No increased demand for funds from the state budget is anticipated.

2. Capital expenditure projects of organisations established by the Ministry of Culture and funded from its budget
Funding will be provided within the framework of the anticipated expenses of the state budget and budget heading 334 – Ministry of Culture through registered CAPEX programmes. No increased demand for funds from the state budget is anticipated.

3. Research and development spending
R&D expenses will be covered from the NAKI Programme of Applied Research and Development of National and Cultural Identity (for projects overlapping to 2016 and 2017 – the obligations undertaken) and the NAKI II Programme of Support to Applied Research and Experimental Development of National Cultural Identity for 2016 to 2022, depending on the results of public tenders in research, experimental development and innovation carried out under the two research programmes and also depending on the possibilities of the approved state budget expenditures on research, experimental development and innovation for the individual years and for these research programmes. The NAKI programme contains separate priority 1.3 Intangible Cultural Heritage, and the NAKI II Programme contains specific objective 1.2 Research and its Application – Language and Literature, or objective 1.3 Research and its Application – Artistic Work. Research projects focused on traditional folk culture can also be included under part of global objective 2 Cultural Heritage, provided that they adequately comply with the objectives defined within this global objective. 

Research organisations may acquire further research and development funding within the framework of institutional support for their long-term strategic development on the basis of an evaluation of their results, as provided for in Section 4(2)(a) of Act No. 130/2002.

4. 
Expenditures under the Ministry of Culture Programme of “Cultural Activities” 
The Ministry of Culture provides support to the care for traditional folk culture under the Cultural Activities (CA) Programme in three ways:
a) Special-purpose support to organisations funded from the budget of the Ministry of Culture (National Action) 

b) Competitive bidding for the allocation of subsidies in support of traditional folk culture 

c) Programme of grants for creative and study purposes (scholarships)
An overview is shown in Table 1 below. 

5. Expenditures Related to Ministry of Culture Awards
Government Regulation No. 5/2003 on Awards in the Field of Culture, Granted by the Ministry of Culture, as amended, includes the presentation of awards in the field of traditional folk culture, namely:

a) the award of the title of  Bearer of the Folk Craft Tradition
b) the award of the Prize for Amateur Artistic Activities in the traditional folk culture and folklore category.

The planned expenses related to these awards are shown in Table 2. They are included under the heading of material expenses of the Ministry of Culture.

Table 1 – CULTURAL ACTIVITIES (CA) PROGRAMME 2016-2020

    (optimum budget in CZK ‘000 – proposed draft)

	Year
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020

	CA of organisations funded from the budget of the Ministry of Culture
	1,780
	2,460
	2,030
	2,300
	2,300

	Support for traditional folk culture
	 7,000
	8,000
	8,000
	9,000
	10,000

	Scholarships programme
	 200
	 200
	300
	300
	300

	Total
	8,980
	10,660 
	10,330
	11,600 
	12,600


Table  2 – PLANNED EXPENSES RELATED TO MINISTRY OF C ULTURE AWARDS 

   (in CZK ‘000)

	Year
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020

	Award of the title of Bearer of the Folk Craft Tradition
	250
	250
	250
	250
	250

	Award of the Ministry of Culture Prize  in the field of traditional folk culture a folklore
	50
	50
	50
	50
	50

	Total
	300
	300
	300
	300
	300


.
E. Outcomes of Accomplishing the Objectives: the Target Situation
1. As a result of achieving the objectives of this Strategy, the standard of knowledge about traditional folk culture in the Czech Republic will be enhanced, the updating of this knowledge will be provided for and the care for traditional folk culture will be improved.
2. Better conditions will have been created for the dignified practice of the manifestations of traditional folk culture at the local level and thereby also for the overall presentation of the municipalities and cities concerned.
3. Conditions for the implementation of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and other international legal instruments will be improved.

4. Information about traditional folk culture will be more accessible both for experts and for the general public thanks to cooperation between the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture and the national centre of care for traditional folk culture (National Institute of Folk Culture) in the continuous updating of the relevant web portals and databases.

5. The activities of the Regional Agencies for the care of traditional folk culture and the national centre of care for traditional folk culture (National Institute of Folk Culture) will contribute to the enhancement of the standards of care for traditional folk culture and its use for educational purposes.

6. The promotion of the List of Intangible Elements of Traditional Folk Culture of the Czech Republic and the already existing regional lists will speed up the process of establishing such lists in the remaining regions; the existence and promotion of these lists will generally help enhance the prestige of significant elements of traditional folk culture in society. 

7. The potential of the National Institute of Folk Culture and its research institute status will continue being used in the NAKI and NAKI II Programmes of Support to Applied Research and Experimental Development of National Cultural Identity and in the efforts for systematic development of research activities for which institutional support is provided from the state budget.
8. The implementation of this Strategy will contribute to the accomplishment of the objectives of the State Cultural Policy for 2015–2020 (with outlook up to 2025), adopted by the Government of the Czech Republic by Resolution No. 393 of 15 April 2015.

9. The fulfilment of the aims of this Strategy will strengthen the good standing of the Czech Republic in UNESCO.

10. Prerequisites will be provided for the further development of care for traditional folk culture and the related scientific disciplines after 2020.

� Such awards as are not in conflict with Government Regulation No. 5/2003.


�  The title is awarded under Government Regulation No. 5/2003 on Awards in the Field of Culture Presented by the Ministry of Culture, as amended by Government Regulation No. 98/2006; it is based on UESCO’s “Living Human Treasures” programme.





