Ministry of Culture, Department of Arts, Libraries and Creative Industries

in accordance with Act No. 203/2006 Coll., on certain types of cultural support and on amendments to certain related acts, as amended (hereinafter referred to as “Act No. 203/2006 Coll.”), and Act No. 218/2000 Coll., on budgetary rules and on amendments to certain related acts (budgetary rules), as amended,

announces an extraordinary tender for 2023 for the provision of grants from the state budget for creative purposes (hereinafter referred to as the “creative scholarship”) in the field of professional art/literature, namely for Ukrainian writers who are citizens of the Republic of Ukraine.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Deadline for receipt of applications: 15 September 2023.

For whom the tender is intended

The tender is open to individuals working in the field of literature.
The applicant must be a citizen of the Republic of Ukraine.
The applicant must have published at least one book in the field of artistic literature at the time of application.

Type of scholarship

[bookmark: _Hlk140566284]The creative scholarship is a fixed amount of money (CZK 20,000) awarded to an applicant for creative purposes, i.e., for creative artistic activity carried out between 1 January and 30 November 2023, resulting in the creation of an artistic work, namely an original text of between 10 and 15 standard pages, depicting contemporary Ukraine. A standard page is equal to 1,800 characters, including spaces. The text may be fiction, essay or artistic reportage. The creative scholarship is intended for writers whose working conditions have been made more difficult by the war, with the aim of giving them the opportunity to devote themselves to artistic creation or to return to their work after an enforced hiatus. The scholarship is not awarded for projects resulting in a professional work or an editorial work. Upon completion of the project the recipient of the creative scholarship is obliged to submit the manuscript of the literary work to the Ministry of Culture (hereinafter referred to as “MoC”), together with the final report. By submitting the text, the author agrees to its publication.

Terms and conditions of the scholarship

The application must be submitted in Czech or English and must have the following attachments:
copy of a personal document (passport);
proof of bank account ownership (copy of a contract for the account);
brief structured CV including a selective summary of previous artistic activities in Czech or English (up to 2 standard pages);
cover letter in Ukrainian, Czech or English (up to 1 standard page);
excerpt from the work (up to 2 standard pages) in Ukrainian, Czech or English.
Each applicant may only submit one scholarship application in this tender.
The application will be submitted electronically on the official MoC form to the following email address stipendia@mkcr.cz.
After the selection process is completed, successful applicants will be awarded a scholarship contract (the contract will be governed by Czech law and will be in English).
Each applicant may only submit one scholarship application in this tender.

Project

The creative scholarship will be awarded for the creation of an original literary text, between 10 and 15 standard pages. The text may be fiction, essay or artistic reportage. The aim of the grant call is to support the creation of texts that will bring the current situation in Ukraine closer to the Czech audience. Texts will be submitted in Ukrainian. Supported authors will grant MoC a non-exclusive licence to use the work. 

Costs that can be covered by the scholarship

The creative scholarship is a contribution to creative activity that serves to cover the applicant’s normal living costs (e.g. food, housing) for the duration of the project. It is not necessary to prove the use of the contribution by accounting documents when accounting for the contribution for creative/study activities.
The scholarship can only cover the costs of the applicant and not of other persons (e.g. fees of other persons, accommodation of other persons, etc.).
The creative scholarship can only cover costs related to the creation of the artwork.

Scholarship application

The scholarship application must be submitted by one applicant. The scholarship application may only include one project.
Scholarship application requirements:
Completed current application form; the form must be completed in all sections. 
The application is invalid without the applicant’s signature.
For mandatory attachments to the application, see “Scholarship Terms and Conditions”.
Applications submitted after the deadline, incomplete applications or applications that do not comply with the conditions of the selection procedure will not be included in the selection procedure.
	
Evaluation of applications

The Department of Arts, Libraries and Creative Industries of the Ministry of Culture will conduct a review of applications, assessing whether the application, the project and the applicant meet the conditions of the tender. If any of the conditions are not fulfilled the application will not be submitted for examination and evaluation to the advisory body of the MoC, the relevant sectoral council, which will only be informed of the list of eliminated applications and the reasons for their elimination.
The applications included in the tender will be assessed and evaluated by the Sectoral Board according to the following criteria:
the results of the applicant’s artistic activities to date;
quality of the project proposal / creative intent (topic and genre of the planned text).
There is no legal entitlement to the scholarship and the MoC is not obliged to justify its decision not to award or to reduce the requested scholarship.

Information on the results of the tender

Applicants will be informed of the results of the tender by publication on the MoC’s website (www.mkcr.cz) no later than 31 10 2023.
Successful applicants will subsequently conclude a contract for the provision of a scholarship pursuant to Section 14 of Act No. 203/2006 Coll.
The results of the tender are final and cannot be appealed.

Method and conditions of granting the scholarship

The scholarship is provided on the basis of a scholarship agreement concluded by the MoC with the recipient of the scholarship in accordance with Act No. 203/2006 Coll.; this agreement will be governed by Czech law and the Czech courts are competent to settle any disputes arising from the agreement.
The scholarship is provided by direct transfer from the MoC bank account to the recipient’s bank account.
The scholarship is provided for a specific purpose; the conditions for its use, including the terms of payment, are set out in the scholarship agreement. Financial control, proceedings for withdrawal of the scholarship and imposition of sanctions for breach of budgetary discipline are carried out in accordance with the relevant provisions of the budget rules and in accordance with Act No. 320/2001 Coll., on financial control in public administration and on amendments to certain acts, as amended.
In the event of a breach of contractual obligations by the recipient, the MoC is entitled to interrupt or stop the provision of the scholarship.

Obligations of the scholarship recipient

The recipient’s obligations are set out in the scholarship agreement. The recipient’s obligations under the contract include in particular:
to meet the project objectives and achieve the expected project results;
to exclusively use the provided funds for the purpose specified in the scholarship agreement;
to submit the final report in the form and by the deadline specified in the scholarship agreement; the final report will be accompanied by a manuscript of the final text; the MoC is entitled to publish the final report including the annexes on its website or in another appropriate manner;
to inform the MoC in due time of any facts that could affect the fulfilment of the project’s objectives and the achievement of its expected results, and of facts that may result in changes to the information provided in the scholarship application or the scholarship agreement;
by concluding the grant agreement the recipient grants MoC a non-exclusive licence to use the results of the project free of charge, if they are a work according to the Copyright Act, specifically to publish the work or part of it on the MoC’s website or in MoC press materials;
in the results of the project, the nature of which allows it, the beneficiary is obliged to state that they were created with the financial support of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic;
the recipient is responsible for compliance with copyright law.

Scholarship settlement

The use of the grant for creative activities is evidenced by an affidavit from the applicant stating that the grant has been exclusively used for the purpose of the scholarship agreement.
The basic foundation for the evaluation of the fulfilment of the purpose of the grant is the manuscript of the resulting literary text, which the recipient submits together with the grant settlement and the final report on the implementation of the project.
Verification of the correctness of the use of the funds provided is subject to the control of the territorial financial authorities and the Supreme Audit Office.
Financial control, proceedings for withdrawal of the scholarship and imposition of sanctions for breach of budgetary discipline are carried out in accordance with the relevant provisions of the budget rules and in accordance with Act No. 320/2001 Coll., on financial control in public administration and on amendments to certain acts, as amended.

Contact person: Mgr. Radim Kopáč, Ministry of Culture, Department of Arts, Libraries and Creative Industries, +420 257 085 221, radim.kopac@mkcr.cz
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