Dear guests, Minister, ladies and gentleman

allow me to once again welcome you in Prague, I do hope that you will enjoy the conference as well as our city.

Writing this speech I thought  about our society without mobile phones and to be honest, I found it difficult  to recall those times despite the fact that  it has only been 15 years. Our world in 2009 looks fundamentally different from how it looked 15 years ago. There were no mobile phones; the internet was only a tool for a very limited group of academics. One must admit that we are living in the era of a technological revolution, which fundamentally affects our daily life. The question is whether for the better or for the worse.

Technological development  encourages creativity, multiplies the creative process, supports new business models and makes information in general much more accessible for the general public. On the other hand unprecedented and unknown threats have developed – threats for both the copyright holders and copyright users.

In such an environment it is necessary to maintain a balance between the rights of authors and  public interest at large, particularly education, research and access to information (Quotation from the Preamble of WIPO copyright treaty). It is the task of  copyright law to accommodate the interest of the original rightsholders (such as creators) as well as the general public interest to use the respective work of art. 

The solution to this  potential conflict traditionally lies in  „limitations and exceptions“ to the author’s rights. All limitations are listed in the so called „Information Directive“,As a matter of interest, I would like to add that only one exception is mandatory, the rest is optional (so it does not seem that the member states are eager to harmonise their exceptions and limitations).

As a response to the current situation the European Commission has adopted a Green paper on Copyright in the Knowledge Economy. The aim of this document is to promote the dissemination of knowledge in the information society. It mostly focuses on scientific and educational material from the point of view  of the exceptions and limitations. (z pohledu výjimek as omezení).

The other initiative, which I would like to mention, is the Declaration on a balanced interpretation of the three step test“. The group of experts, who wrote this Declaration, moved away from the traditional understanding of the legal institute usually called the  „Three step test“. According to their opinion the limitations and exceptions should not be interpreted narrowly, but according to their objectives and purposes.

What else is currently on the Top ten copyright list connected with the internet? The role of ISPs in  internet crime, results of DRM and its future….

While esteemed professors and well known experts on copyright law discuss the theoretical aspects of the information society, the general public is just enjoying it. Thousands and thousands of illegal  files with music, films or games are being placed on the internet. P2P networks enable their users to exchange copyright law protected material without limits. And not surprisingly the most common users of the internet are young people. They can get hold of tracks, albums, films etc. from many different sources and swap it between computers, mobiles and portable players.

 There is greater ease of access in general to the protected material than previously  and therefore it is necessary to send a clear message to the public at large that there is a certain amount of work, investments and effort behind each work of art. It is necessary to communicate to the public that copyright rules protect the artist and creator and allow them to be rewarded for their work. This message should be aimed mostly at kids of the age of 10+. Indeed we have to be creative in addressing them. Another boring lecture will not work. We need to think about „cool“ campaigns, which will educate them and entertain them at the same time. And last but not  least we should not ignore the parents. Current development brought about  a very specific situation when kids are often more computer literate than their parents . We should supply the parents with some simplified information to give them clear arguments for discussion with their kids.

It is a big challenge, for both government bodies and private sector institutions working together, but in my opinion this is the only possibility for the future of the copyright law.

Allow  me to  leave you with the quote by H.G. Wells, who said: „ Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe“

So lets hope that catastrophe in the copyright law will not occur.

Thank you very much for your attention.

